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European 

getaway  at 

low  rates 


Contiki  Introduces  an  8-Day  Lon- 
don &  Paris  Getaway  For  Just  S965 
Including  Airfare 

ANAHEIM,  CA  —(COLLE- 
GIATE PRESSWIRE)— Jan.  30, 
2002 — While  many  students  will  be 
rushing  to  the  nearest  beach  for  a 
week  long  beer  fest  this  spring 
break,  there  are  alternative  options 
that  offer  just  as  much  exhilaration 
without,  all  the  crowds,  commotion, 
and  coconut  oil.  European  destina- 
tions have  grown  in  popularity  over 
the  past  decade  as  many  college  stu- 
dents have  become  more  sophisti- 
cated travelers  and  have  begun  to 
demand  added  cultural  and  educa- 
tional experiences  from  their  spring 
break  locales. 

"Tour  operators  have  reported  an 
increase  in  interest  for  spring  break 
trips  to  international  destinations 
such  as  London  and  Paris  in  addi- 
tion to  the  traditional  Mexico, 
Bahamas  and  Florida  locations," 
said  Mike  Palmer,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Student  Youth  Travel 
Association,  the  non-profit,  profes- 
sional trade  association  that  pro- 
motes student  and  youth  travel. 
"Europe  is  really  affordable  right 
now  and  I  think  that  we'll  see  many 
more  students  heading  that  way  for 
spring  break." 

Contiki  Holidays,  the  world's 
largest  travel  company  for  18-  to 
35-year-olds,  has  introduced  an  8- 
day  European  Getaway  that  serves 
as  an  exciting  alternative  to  tradi- 
tional party-hearty  destinations. 
Starting  at  just  $965  including 
Continued  on  page  5 
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Superbowl  Champions! 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

The  "Best  show  on  turf'  is  now  showing  in  Boston, 
as  the  New  England  Patriots,  using  hard  hitting,  aggres- 
sive play  and  timely  scoring,  took  away  a  sure  thing 
from  the  St.  Louis  Rams  in  New  Orleans. 

Filled  with  action,  suspense,  and  a  senile  Pat  Sum- 
merall,  Superbowl  XXXVI  was  everything  a  Patriot's 
fan  could  have  hoped  for.  The  2nd  year  kid,  Tom  Brady, 
proved  to  the  critics  that  he  could  hack  it  in  the  NFL, 
while  King-of-the-World  Troy  Brown  continued  to  do 
what  he  did  all  season,  make  big  plays.  Add  to  that  the 
great  job  by  the  defensive  backs  led  by  Ty  Law,  and  the 
biggest  reason  why  the  Pat's  made  it  to  the  Big  Show, 
Antwain  Smith  and  his  high-impact  offensive  line. 

While  Vegas  bookies  predicted  a  blowout,  Pat's 
fans  had  more  faith,  which  was  evident  by  the  almost  4 
to  1  ratio  of  New  Englanders  in  the  Big  Easy,  trans- 
forming the  Super  Dome  into  a  semi-friendly  environ- 
ment. 

Many  students  won  money,  while  some  got  written 
up  by  RA's  for  being  to  loud,  but  who  really  cares  when 
it  has  been  16  years  since  the  last  professional  champi- 
onship in  Boston.  Unlike  Los  Angeles,  no  fans  flipped 
cars  and  there  were  no  fires  similar  to  Denver,  but  we 
New  Englanders  celebrated. 


Close  to  a  half-million  people  lined  the  streets  of 
Boston  to  watch  the  first  real  parade  of  the  century, 
holding  signs  and  cheering  their  brains  out  Tuesday. 
The  emotionally  charged  ceremony  was  filled  with  stir- 
ring speeches  and  witty  banter  and  in  the  end,  the  trophy 
was  raised  proudly. 

It  has  been  a  long  wait,  but  it  has  been  worth  the 
pain  we  have  endured.  Even  half-hearted  scum  like 
Bob  Lobel,  of  Sports  Director  of  WBZ  4,  couldn't  ruin 
this  moment  with  inapproraite  comments. 

The  Patriots  are  only  the  first  step  in  a  long  line  of 
Championships  though.  With  the  Celtics  and  the  Bru- 
ins having  a  great  season,  they  chances  of  grabbing  a 
ring  is  high,  and  it  will  now  be  expected  around  here. 

Those  will  only  be  the  precursor  to  the  largest  cel- 
ebration this  city  has  ever  seen.  A  World  Series  Victo- 
ry- 
Introduced  as  a  team,  playing  like  a  team  and  win- 
ning like  a  team  has  been  the  Patriots  philosophy  all 
season,  and  it  paid  off.  No  one  knows  what  to  expect 
for  next  season,  but  hopfully  the  Pat's  will  still  be 
underdogs.  We  all  know  they  love  it. 


More  Patriots  Coverage  in  Sports  Section 
Pages  11  &  12 


Letter  from  the  Editor 


There  have  been  very  few  real  moments  in  my  life.  I  think  this  is  very 
unfortunate.  Only  during  those  brief  eclipses  of  normal  everyday  life,  am  I 
truly  alive.  Sun.  night  when  the  frustrated  Boston  sports  fan  in  me  was 
released  from  loser  hell;  I  felt  alive.  In  high  school  when  my  girlfriend 
broke  up  with  me  to  go  out  with  my  best  friend;  I  felt  alive.  When  I  got 
accepted  to  a  major  university;  I  felt  alive.  When  I  transferred  from  that 
very  same  university;  I  felt  alive.  When  ending  a  relationship  with  another 
girl,  and  the  next  morning  waking  up  with  a  strong  sense  of  ambition  to 
really  do  what  I  want  to  do  with  my  life;  I  felt  alive.  Last  year,  when  I  saw 
two  skyscrapers  scrape  the  sky  of  a  tragic  day  in  American  history;  I  felt 
alive. 

The  thing  about  these  real  moments  is  that  they  become  so  real  and  mem- 
orable because  they  dance  with  a  certain  furious  tempo  on  everything  that 
you  are  and  strive  to  be.  The  aftermath  of  these  moments  that  stain  like 
mental  wine,  shape  theHbuilding  blocks  of  your  true  self.  As  a  kid  you 
would  play  with  blocks  of  solid  colored  numbers  and  letters.  Now  you 
piece  together  life  like  a  never-ending  puzzle  with  gradient  shaded  blocks 
like  "dealing  with  pressure"  or  the  ever 

popular  "broken  heart"  (which  usually  crumbles  when  you  force  it  into  the 
puzzle)  oddly  shaped  components. 

A  real  depressing  part  of  life  is  that  these  instances  of  pure  emotion  only 
occur  when  something  tears  down  the  barrier  of  either  happiness  or  fear.  As 
you  are  in  the  moment,  you  really  have  no  idea  what  to  do.  That  is  how  you 
can  tell  that  you  are  in  one  of  those  real  moments. 

Office  empty: 

the    pi  cturesque  POINT 

By  Amy  S.  Bobrowski 
Editor-in-Chief 

The  smell  gives  it  away.  The  odor  of  slightly  fresh  newsprint  over- 
powers the  fragrance  of  greasy  french  fries  and  pizza  from  the  Commuter 
Cafeteria  just  down  the  hall.  The  exterior  of  the  door  to  the  The  Point:  The 
FSC  Student  Newspaper  is  a  darker  blue  than  the  chipping  robin's  egg  blue 
of  the  office  walls.  Complete  with  tact  holes  and  scuff  marks,  perhaps  from 
years  of  frustration,  these  marks  peak  out  from  behind  the  ripped  edged  Pen 
and  Teller  poster  and,  more  essential  to  the  office,  its  story  board  and  cal- 
endar. 

Above  the  almost  expired  Dell  computer,  a  small  wooden  plaque 
with  green  and  gold  fringe  is  mounted  on  the  wall.  It  takes  a  closer  look  to 
realize  the  recognition  was  awarded  to  The  Strobe  as  the  FSC  organization 
of  the  year  1993.  Maybe  the  computer  is  from  that  very  same  year. 

Fortune  cookie  messages  are  taped  to  the  desk  suggesting  "As  soon 
as  you  feel  too  old  to  do  something,  do  it,"  or  even  better,  "you  are  going 
to  have  some  new  clothes."  Taped  to  the  monitor  is  a  Ben  Franklin  quote, 
obviously  cut  out  of  some  small  novelty  day-calendar.  "The  learned  Fool 
writes  his  Nonsense  in  better  Language  than  the  unlearned;  but  still  'tis 
Nonsense."  Is  that  all  we're  doing  here,  relaying  nonsense?  I  hope  not.  For 
why  then  would  the  door  be  covered  with  quotes  attesting  to  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  obviously  clipped  from  the  same  calendar?  "There  is  too  much 
comedy  on  television.  Does  that  cause  comedy  on  the  streets?"  once  said 
by  talk  show  host,  Dick  Cavett.  Albert  Camus  is  the  author  of  another  clip- 
ping explaining,  "Liberty  is  the  right  not  to  lie."  And  yet  the  most  signifi- 
cant quote  to  the  business  in  the  office  is  ironically  the  anonymous  one, 
"Part  of  fighting  censorship  is  urging  everyone  to  think  for  themselves, 
Continued  on  page  3 


When  Adam  Vinatieri  split  the  uprights  with  dead  on  accuracy,  the  only 
thing  I  did  was  celebrate  mindlessly.  As  my  girlfriend  explained  her  deceit- 
ful reasons  for  showing  me  the  end  of  love's  winding  road,  all  I  could  do 
was  melt  with  hurt  and  send  a  expression  of  "why?"  all  over  my  young 
body  and  face. 

During  a  morning  in  the  middle  of  Sept.,  I  sat  frozenly  glued  to  the  TV 
and  its  logic  defying  reality.  I  think  it  is  sweet  irony  that  the  only  time  I  feel 
truly  alive  is  when  I  have  stop  myself  and  ask,  "is  this  really  happening?" 
The  reason  for  that  is  because  most  of  life  is  inconsequential  and  boring. 

What  I  am  doing  right  now,  even  though  I  love  to  write,  is  meaningless. 
The  bright  side  to  this  is  that  the  brevity  of  these  few  and  far  between 
moments  can  become  familiar  in  your  life.  The  only  thing  you  have  to  do, 
and  I  hate  to  promote  cheesy  cliches,  is  go  after  your  dreams. 

Ever  since  the  failed  relationship  that  inspired  me  to  go  after  my  dreams, 
those  moments  have  been  coming  easier  and  more  often.  I  find  because  I 
am  on  the  road  to  what  I  feel  I  was  destined  to  do,  every  stepping-stone  on 
the  path  of  success  is  a  beautiful  thing.  Every  inch  closer  to  my  goal  is  like 
a  thousand  boring  days  of  punching  a  time  clock  and  acting  like  you  are 
happy  to  be  taking  orders. 

Feeling  alive  and  trying  to  live  and  find  these  moments  remains  as  my 
fuel  for  living  this  American  life,  a  life  I  hope  I  can  look  back  upon  and  with 
great  confidence  claim  it  was  real. 
-Andy  Levine 
Managing  Editor 
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OPINION    

Newspaper's    nooks    and    crannies 


Continued  from  page  2 

even  before  they're  18."  Still  the  American  flag  insert  from  the  Fitchburg 

Sentinel,  in  patriotic  spirit  of  the  September  1  ltn  e  events,  covers  more  of 
the  door  and  more  of  the  statement-making  quotes. 

I  often  wonder  if  it  means  anything  that  neither  the  X-Files  clock 
nor  the  plain  black  and  white  school  room  clock  never  tell  the  right,  same 
time,  or  any  time.  Or  does  this  mean  that  I'm  just  to  plain  lazy  to  fix  them 
myself?  1  wonder  if  the  hands  would  stay  at  the  correct  time  or  go  back  to 
their  sporadic  settings.  It's  mysteriously  ironic  that  in  a  field  where  every- 
thing relies  on  a  deadline,  that  all  time  stops  or  is  off  kilter. 

Next  to  the  well-worn  dictionary  probably  from  the  same  period 
when  Franklin  said  the  above  thought,  lies  a  black  touch-tone  phone  with  a 
white  chord,  the  type  that  you  might  see  in  an  old  "Batman"  episode.  It's 
been  used  so  many  times  that  its  wires  are  frayed  and  protruding  out  from 
the  wall.  The  other,  fairly  new  cordless  phone  beeps  for  minutes  on  end 
upon  lifting  it  from  its  jack,  the  consequences  of  attempting  to  use  cordless 
technology  in  the  basement  of  a  solid  brick  building. 

The  watermarked  stained  ceiling  dimly  illuminates  the  room  with 
four  rows  of  fluorescent  lights.  A  random  select  few  always  choose  never 
to  go  on,  adding  to  the  cave  like  effect  of  the  office.  In  this  shade  the  flick- 
ering defection  of  the  stone-aged  computer  monitor  appears  like  gleaming 
firelight  on  the  walls.  Within  this  underground  dwelling  the  staff  hibernates 
for  endless  hours,  the  words  on  the  pages  of  the  paper,  the  lingering 
thoughts  haunting  their  dreams. 

Obviously  dreams  do  come  true.  Besides  the  several  knee  high 
stacks  of  papers,  just  as  many  issues  are  randomly  scattered  around  the 
room.  The  numerous  yellow  legal  pads  on  every  desk  are  like  dream 
diaries,  containing  the  almost  illegible  blueprints  of  what  will  become  a 
resource  for  students,  staff  and  faculty  alike.  Images  of  dreams  as 
newsprint  contradict  what  readers'believe  a  newspaper  consists  of,  but  it  is 
apparent  at  a  staff  meeting,  when  the  room  is  buzzing  with  information, 
questions  and  decisions,  that  some  staff  members  eat,  sleep  and  breath  the 
knowledge  in  the  stories.  Much  like  an  avalanche  the  notes  on  the  yellow 
legal  pads  build  in  the  minds  and  in  the  process  of  gathering  information  to 
become  the  eventual  story,  before  just  a  vision  or  dream. 

Comfort  is  impossible  in  this  confinement.  The  seemingly  well 
worn  in  blue  upholstered  chair  with  wheels  and  arms  bent  from  the  use  of 
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numerous  bodies  is  so  difficult  to  roll  that  to  even  reach  something  on  the 
other  end  of  the  desk,  it  must  be  left  to  retrieve  that  object.  The  other  blue 
upholstered  chair  has  well  working  wheels  that  could  easily  glide  to  the 
other  side  of  the  room  with  a  slight  push,  but  has  no  arms  and  is  so  low  to 
the  ground  that  the  top  of  any  desk  without  is  barely  visible.  But  comfort 
is  not  the  issue  here,  for  if  it  were  we  would  all  peacefully  rest  in  the  eerie 
silence  of  the  hypnotizing  effects  of  the  methodically  rolling  wheels  in  our 
minds. 

Instead  the  uncomfortable  setting,  the  set  backs  and  the  effects  of 
the  past-its-prime  technology  that  push  the  staff  to  work  harder.  These  very 
inconsistencies  keep  us,  the  paper  awake  and  alive.  We  bring  the  news,  the 
features  down  to  the  cave  to  light  up  the  pages,  casting  a  new  glow  on  all 
that  we  do  and  the  area  in  which  we  do  it.  The  information  we  did  up  and 
the  ideas  we  create  are  like  blinding  lights.  Sometimes  exciting  stories  are 
difficult  to  find  on  this  campus,  but  our  skilled  writers  have  the  talent  to 
make  at  least  the  story,  if  not  the  event  a  worthwhile  read.  It  is  not  enough 
to  merely  write  a  story.  Oh  no,  that  is  just  the  beginning.  The  true  art, 
though  writing  is  a  very  fine  art  in  itself,  comes  from  the  doctor-like  pre- 
ciseness  of  editing  the  story  and  configuring  its  layout  on  the  page.  Layout 
is  often  like  putting  together  a  puzzle  of  a  thousand  pieces.  Sometimes  we 
start  with  the  corners;  other  times  we  fill  in  the  meat  of  the  center  first,  but 
this  process  never  happens  the  same  way  twice.  Each  issue  is  a  work  of  art, 
a  mystery  often  put  together  in  the  dwindling  hours  of  our  deadline. 

Closer  to  the  deadline,  there  is  no  peace.  Writers,  editors,  photog- 
rapher may  spend  more  time  in  the  office  than  they  do  at  their  own  rooms. 
The  computer  bitterly  chuckles  sometimes  when  it  decides  not  to  let  a  story 
or  image  be  saved,  but  rather  lost  in  its  overflowing  wasteland  of  technical 
babble.  Chairs  will  squeak,  but  often  it  is  because  some  one  is  moving 
them  out  of  the  way,  for  when  we  are  hurriedly  attempting  to  finish  some- 
thing or  discussing  ideas  we  are  standing  too  excited  or  frustrated  to  sit  still. 

Deadlines  are  a  good  thing.  They  provide  pressure,  a  necessary  cat- 
alyst for  creativity.  Without  any  time  constraints,  surely  the  paper  would 
be  organized  almost  too  systematically,  concerned  more  with  context  than 
content.  The  fresh  college  voices  would  be  lost  among  the  erased  red  tape 
of  stone  solid  structure. 

I  make  no  definitive  declaration  that  our  college  paper  is  a  perfect 
balance  of  content  and  structure.  The  paper  is  far,  far  from  it.  However, 
without  flaws  no  motivation  to  do  better  gives  out  a  rush,  to  keep  trying,  to 
remain  in  the  cave  for  extended  periods  of  time.  Even  a  comma  improper- 
ly placed  in  the  previous  issue,  but  used  correctly  in  the  latest  edition  is  a 
world  of  importance.  Just  as  the  actual  story  is  the  first  basic  element  of  an 
issue,  one  issue  is  the  basic  element  of  our  progress  throughout  the  semes- 
ter. Our  work  is  not  complete  upon  sending  the  issue  to  the  printer  or  con- 
secutively receiving  the  now-concrete  pages,  but  must  be  continued  by 
scoping  out  each  line  with  a  fine-toothed  comb  for  missed  errors,  then 
using  a  wider  tool  to  assure  the  presence  of  our  hoped  fluidity  of  each  story. 

Editors,  writers  and  production  managers  struggle  with  copy  editing 
because  they  have  already  read  the  story  many  times  and  are  often  to  famil- 
iar with  it  to  pick  up  on  mistakes.  Specific  copy  editors  have  a  fresher  view 
and  detect  defects  of  the  story  quicker  than  anybody  else.  However,  a  few 
do  hide  so  well  within  a  story  that  they  sneak  up  on  the  staff  members  fol- 
lowing their  print.  The  mistakes  we  discover  within  the  already  printed 
issue,  provide  a  collective  motivational  springboard  for  further  advance- 
ment of  our  faltering  journalistic  skills. 

We  do  not  need  the  perfect  computer,  the  freshly  painted  walls  or 
the  comfortable  setting,  for  each  issue,  better  than  the  last,  making  it  to  the 
printer  is  evidence  of  our  unrelenting  determination.  To  rise  above  our 
seemingly  always  mounting  technological  and  monetary  opposition  equals 
the  achievement  of  piecing  together  words  into  a  tangible  work  of  colle- 
giate journalism. 


NE.WS 


Stop  Staples,  start  recycling 


By  Sarah  Brown 

That  flyer  that  you  pulled  out  of  your  mailbox 
today,  glanced  at  briefly,  crumpled  up,  and  tossed 
mindlessly  into  the  trash-can  may  seem  like  noth- 
ing, but  when  combined  with  the  small  amount  of 
trash  from  everyone  in  Massachusetts,  the  com- 
monwealth will  produce  thirteen  billion  pounds 
of  garbage  this  year  alone. 

And  where  does  all  of  that  trash  go?  Seventy 
percent  of  it  will  go  to  incinerators  and  landfills 
where  it  will  pollute  our  air  and  water.  Garbage 
burned  in  incinerators  fills  the  air  with  thousands 
of  pounds  of  dioxin  and  mercury,  cancer-causing 
chemicals.  If  that  isn't  enough,  toxins  from  land- 
fills leak  into  the  ground,  polluting  Our  water  sup- 
ply. There  is  something  that  we  as  students  can 
do  to  help  this  problem:  get  recycling  going  on 
campus. 

Currently,  recycling  is  limited  to  paper  and  is 
only  available  in  the  office  buildings  here  at  FSC. 
Think  of  all  the  paper,  plastic,  and  other  reusable 
materials  that  could  easily  be  recycled  if  a  recy- 


cling program  that  included  the  residence  halls 
were  developed  and  put  into  practice.  Volunteers 
at  the  MassPIRG  office  at  the  college  are  doing 
just  that.  They  are  hoping  to  get  everyone  to  do 
their  part  to  clean  up  the  Earth  by  providing 
receptacles  in  which  to  put  recyclable  materials 
all  over  campus. 

Recycling  paper  not  only  decreases  the  amount 
of  pollution  we  produce,  but  it  also  reduces  the 
amount  of  trees  cut  down  to  produce  paper  prod- 
ucts. With  the  world's  original  old  growth  forests 
dwindling  (80%  are  gone),  it  is  important  that  we 
support  the  manufacturing  of  paper  from  recycled 
materials. 

Staples,  the  largest  and  fastest  growing  office 
supply  store  in  the  world,  produces  97%  of  its 
paper  from  these  forests.  MassPIRG  has  cam- 
paigned and  petitioned,  trying  to  pressure  Staples 
into  making  more  of  its  paper  from  recycling 
materials  and  is  close  to  getting  the  large  corpo- 
ration to  compromise.  Students  here  at  the  col- 
lege through  the  leadership  of  MassPIRG  called 


into  the  Staples  headquarters  on  Thursday  Janu- 
ary 3 1  and  have  been  signing  petitions  this  week 
in  hopes  of  getting  Staples  to  agree  to  selling 
more  paper  made  from  post-consumer  materials. 
Thirty-six  FSC  students  placed  calls  to  urge  the 
company  to  dramatically  increase  the  recycled 
content  in  their  paper  products.  Students  who 
signed  petitions,  called  the  Ecopledge  agreed  not 
to  work  at  Staples  if  the  company  does  not 
change  its  ways. 

There  are  many  simple  ways  to  get  involved 
and  help  protect  our  natural  resources  and  recy- 
cling here  on  campus  as  well  as  the  Stop  Staples 
campaign  are  just  two  ways  to  help.  If  you  are 
interested  in  helping  with  the  campus  recycling 
project  or  would  like  to  learn  more  about  how 
you  can  help  the  environment  through  the  Stop 
Staples  campaign  or  other  projects,  please  stop 
by  the  MassPIRG  office  and  talk  to  Andrea  or 
call  her  at  extension  4238. 


MassPIRG  won't  be  put  on  hold 


Massachusetts  Students  Call  Staples 
on  Forest  Destruction-  Press 
Release 

Hundreds  of  concerned  colleges 
across  the  state,  including  FSC, 
WPI,  and  Tufts  University,  partici- 
pated Jan.  31st  in  a  National  Call-In 
Day  demanding  that  Staples,  the 
office  superstore,  cease  its  destroy- 


ing of  endangered  forests.  Over  35 
calls  were  generated  from  the  Ham- 
mond Campus  Center,  and  over  300 
calls  were  generated  throughout  the 
state,  to  the  Staples  headquarters  in 
Framingham,  Massachusetts. 

Students,  troubled  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  forests  in  the  southeastern 
United  States  where  a  third  of  the 
trees  clear-cut  each  year  go  towards 
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r  t  I    I    Educational  Testing  tistiftlg 

Massachusetts  Teacher  Test 
Preparation 

5  Week  programs  with  guaranteed  results  in 
Communication  and  Literacy 

Delivering  what  you  need  to  prepare  for  success: 

•  L  iterac  y  and  c  o  mmuni  cation  skills 

•  Test  content  and  test  taking  strategies 

•  Supportive  setting  and  individual  attention 

•  P  roven  te  st  pr  epar  ation  b  o  ok  and  curriculum 

•  Custom  programs  and  private  tutoring 
Record  of  outstanding  results: 

•  Pass  rates  improve  from  12%  to  71%! 

•  Average  scores  improve  over  12%  per  section! 

Join  ETI  and  guarantee  your  success! 

800-399-5448  o  r  co  nsult :  www  Jtt  ass  te  ache  rt  est  xo  m 


the  production  of  disposable  paper 
products,  want  Staples  to  sell  more 
recycled  paper  and  paper  with  high- 
er recycled  content  in  their  stores. 
"People  are  concerned  about  Sta- 
ples' destruction  of  our  nation's 
forests.  Staples  has  an  opportunity 
to  sell  paper  with  more  recycled 
content,  and  to  ease  the  pressure  off 
of  our  endangered  forests,"  said 
Sarah  Brown,  an  FSC  student. 

Staples  is  currently  the  fastest 
growing  office  supply  store  world- 
wide. In  1999  Staples  opened  up  a 
new  store  every  48  hours. 
Ecopledge  targeted  Staples  because 
as  the  leader  in  the  office  supply 
industry,  and  a  large  seller  of  dis- 
posable paper  products,  they  have 
the  expansive  impact  on  our 
nation's  endangered  forests. 
Ecopledge  students  are  demanding 
that  Staples  sell  more  recycled  prod- 
ucts in  their  stores.  This  would  give 
Staples  the  opportunity  to  take  the 
lead  in  protecting  endangered 
forests  and  set  an  example  in  the 
office  supply  industry. 


"Staples  is  the  largest  destroyer 
of  our  nation's  forests.  Nearly  5 
million  acres  of  southern  forests  are 
destroyed  each  year  to  produce  dis- 
posable paper  products.  It  is  imper- 
ative that  this  be  put  to  a  stop,"  stat- 
ed Bill  Butler,  a  student  involved 
with  the  Call-In  Day.  "Less  than 
12%  of  the  paper  products  that  Sta- 
ples sells  in  its  stores  contain  recy- 
cled material.  Ecopledge  is  demand- 
ing that  Staples  increase  this  per- 
centage." 

Ecopledge  is  a  coalition  of 
200,000  students  nationwide  who 
have  pledged  not  to  work  for  certain 
companies  until  they  become  more 
environmentally  friendly.  The 
Paper  Campaign  is  a  joint  effort  of 
Ecopledge,  the  State  PIRGs, 
ForestEthics,  and  The  Dogwood 
Alliance.  For  more  information 
about  the  Staples  campaign  please 
visit  www.stopstaples.net  or  contact 
MassPIRG  campus  organizer 
Andrea  Cimino  at  X4238. 
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Hearts  will  be  melting 
atFSC 


By  Robin  L.  Kanter 

For  all  you  single  people  out 
there  on  Valentine's  Day  do  not 
worry  because  FSC  has  the  event 
that  you  are  going  to  love.  Finding 
that  special  someone  can  be  a  very 
hard  thing  for  a  person  to  experi- 
ence, but  on  Feb.  13m'  all  your 
questions  will  be  answered.  At  the 
Pub  there  will  be  a  date  auction 
where  singles 
will  get  the 
chance  to  bid 
on  ten  hand- 
some men  and 
ten  lovely 
ladies.  The 
auction  will 
be  a  silent  bid. 
This  way  no 
one  knows 
who  else  is 
bidding  on 
that  person. 
The  object  of 
the  bid  is  to 
put  your 

name.  the 
number  of  the  single  person  that  you 
want,  and  the  amount  that  you 
would  like  to  bid.  The  winners  will 
be  announced  at  the  following  day's 
dance  where  the  couples  will  meet 
each  other.  The  couples  will  also 
get  the  chance  to  dance  together  for 
the  remaining  of  the  dance.  The 
lucky  winners  will  also  get  to  go  out 
to  either  dinner  at  Slattery's  or  get  to 
go  to  a  movie.  All  expenses  paid  for 
by  the  Office  of  Student  Affairs  and 
the  Programs  Committee.  There 
will  even  be  transportation  for  the 
lucky  couples. 

The  Class  of  2005,  Office  of 
Student  Affairs  and  the  Programs 
Committee  sponsor  the  event.  Pres- 
ident of  the  Class  of  2005,  Fresh- 
man Peter  Daoust,  will  be  one  of  the 
many  eligible  bachelors.  Daoust 
says,  "Yes  I  will  be  auctioned  off,  so 
ladies  bring  your  purses." 

Providing  the  music  for  the  dance 
will  be  the  Treasurer  of  the  class  of 
2005  Sam  Lurie.  Lurie  provided 
music  for  the  "Welcome  Back 
Dance   Party,"   and   "The   Beach 


Party."  Vatche  Arabian,  who  is  a 
representative  for  the  class  of  2005, 
will  be  MC  of  the  event. 

The  Semi  Formal  will  start 
promptly  at  eight  and  will  run 
through  midnight.  The  dance  is  a 
semi  formal.  You  can  wear  whatev- 
er you  want.  Prom  dresses  and 
Tuxedos  are  not  a  must.  A  nice 
dress  and  a  pair  of  Khakis  will  do 
the  job  just 
fine.  There 
will  be  free 
food  for 
everyone  and 
great  music 
to  dance  to. 

1  bet 
you  are  won- 
dering, how 
do  the  people 
to  be  auc- 
tioned off  get 
chosen  for 
this  event? 
Well  that 
answer  is 
quite  simple. 
they  volunteered.  Each  volunteer 
fills  out  an  index  card  saying  his  or 
her  likes  and  dislikes  in  order  for  the 
audience  to  get  to  know  a  bit  more 
about  the  contestants.  There  are  still 
five  men  spots  left  and  ten  ladies 
spots  left. 

If  you  are  interested  in  being  one 
of  the  people  auctioned  off  then  call 
Peter  Daoust  at  978-503-5164  by 
Monday,  February  11,  2002.  Also 
all  college  students  are  invited  to 
attend.  You  do  not  have  to  be 
freshman  to  bid  and  the  auctioneers 
will  not  all  be  freshman  as  well. 

Now  if  you  are  planning  to  buy  a 
date  at  the  auction  you  should  know 
some  things.  Cash  is  the  only  form 
of  payment  that  will  be  accepted. 
No  forms  such  as  credit  cards, 
money  orders,  or  checks  are 
allowed,  so  please  only  bring  cash. 
Second,  no  sex  is  guaranteed.  This 
is  a  date  and  not  an  escort  service. 
So  if  your  single  and  will  be  on 
campus  around  Valentines  Day  stop 
in  for  the  chance  to  get  hit  by  Cupid. 


Pack  your  bags 


Continued  from  page  1 

round-trip  airfare  from  New  York, 
Contiki's  European  Getaway 
includes  two  of  Europe's  hottest 
cities  —  London  and  Paris.  Alive 
with  energy  and 
filled  with  style, 
these  two  cities 
offer  an  intriguing 
mix  of  history,  tradi- 
tion, fun  and  excite- 
ment. Travelers  will 
start  in  London  and 
have  several  days  to 
enjoy  the  food, 
shopping  and 

nightlife  of  Britain's 
capital.  Guided  sightseeing  tours 
include  visits  to  Westminster 
Abbey,  Tower  of  London,  Big  Ben 
and  Stonehenge.  Traveling  on  to 
Paris,  visitors  will  experience  a 
nighttime  illuminations  tour  of  the 
city  plus  a  sightseeing  tour  that 
includes  the  Eiffel  Tower,  the  Arc 
de  Triomphe,  the  Louvre  and  guided 
tours  of  Notre  Dame  and  the  palace 
at  Versailles.  The  itinerary  offers 
plenty  of  free  time  for  travelers  to 
take  off  on  their  own  or  just  relax. 
Prices  quoted  are  based  on  twin 
share.  Spring  break  departures 
include:  Mar.  15,  Mar.  22,  Mar.  29 
and  Apr.  12. 

"Europe  offers  many  cultural  and 
educational  opportunities  that  can- 
not be  found  anywhere  else,"  said 
Lisa  Wooldridge,  director  of  mar- 
keting for  Contiki  Holidays.  "Spring 
break  is  an  ideal  time  for  students  to 
book  a  trip  abroad  —  the  weather  is 
mild,  there  are  less  crowds,  and  the 
weeklong  timeframe  is  just  right  for 
a  quick  trip." 

For  those  students  that  prefer  to 
ski  or  snowboard  during  their  break, 
Contiki  offers  a  7-day  Ski  Austria 
package,  affordably  priced  from 
$329  including  triple/quad  share 
accommodations,  daily  continental 
breakfast  and  round-trip  transfers 
from  London  to  Hopfgarten,  Aus- 
tria. Ski  passes,  equipment  and 
ski/snowboard  lessons  are  available 


at  special  rates  and  can  be  booked  in 
advance.  Spring  break  departures 
include  Feb.  22,  Mar.  1  and  Mar.  8. 
With  Contiki,  college  students 
are  grouped  with  other  like-minded 
travelers  their  own 
age  from  all  over  the 
world.  Tours  are  led 
by  young,  experi- 
J  enced  tour  managers 
and  drivers  who  are 
*  knowledgeable 
about  the  top  attrac- 
tions, as  well  as 
many  out-of-the- 
way  spots  in  each 
city. 

Contiki's  European  Getaways 
feature  the  following:  tourist  class 
hotel  accommodations;  most  break- 
fasts and  dinners;  land  transporta- 
tion by  luxury,  air-conditioned 
motorcoach  with  on-board  stereos 
and  restrooms;  guided  sightseeing; 
plus  the  services  of  a  professional 
tour  manager  and  driver  throughout. 
Each  itinerary  can  be  enhanced  with 
a  variety  of  optional  excursions  and 
extensions  to  meet  the  travelers' 
individual  preferences. 

Because  availability  on  spring 
break  departures  is  limited,  Contiki 
recommends  that  students  book 
early.  Additionally,  Contiki  offers  a 
variety  of  group  discounts  to  help 
save  students  even  more  money. 
Groups  of  1 0  or  more  will  receive  a 
free  11th.  trip  or  10  percent  off  for 
everyone  in  the  group,  groups  of 
seven  or  more  will  receive  a  seven 
and  half  percent  discount  per  person 
and  groups  of  four  or  more  people 
will  receive  a  five  percent  discount 
per  person.  All  passengers  must  be 
booked  together  for  the  same  trip. 

For  more  information  and  a  free 
Contiki  brochure,  students  should 
see  their  travel  agent,  call  toll-free  at 
1-800-CONTIKI  or  log  onto 
www.contiki.com.  In  business  for 
more  than  40  years,  Contiki  offers 
more  than  100  escorted  tours  to 
Europe,  North  America,  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 
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A  'Beautiful'  crowd  and  performance  for  U2 


By  Kristin  Haley 

The  Super  Bowl  half  time  show  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the 
game.  They  both  add  to  the  exciting  event.  This  year's  performance 
was  done  by  the  mega  popular  band,  U2  and  they  blew  the  audi- 
ence away.  There  was  a  rumor  floating  around  that  U2  would  be 
playing  3  songs  during  the  show,  but  unfortunately  we  only  got  to 
hear  two.  They  started  with  Bono  entering  the  stadium  and  walking 
through  the  audience  to  the  stage  while  singing  "Beautiful  Day." 
The  stage  was  in  the  shape  of  a  heart  (just  like  their  concert  tour) 
and  the  fans  were  crowded  all  around.  The  sound  was  excellent, 
expect  for  the  few  times  the  crowd  got  so  loud  you  couldn't  hear  the 
music,  almost  Beatle-mania  like. 


Sir  Paul  plays  before  the  big  game. 


Following  "Beautiful  Day"  was  a  tribute  to  those  that  died  on 
September  11th,  followed  by  some  kind  of  gospel  music  that  was 
new  to  my  ears.  During  the  piece  there  was  a  white  cloth  raised  in 
the  background  with  all  the  names  of  lost  ones  projected  on  to  it. 
Slowly,  U2  turned  the  gospel  into  "Where  The  Streets  Have  No 
Name."  It  was  an  amazing  piece  with  an  amazing  transition.  It 
seems  as  if  U2  has  become  the  band  of  September  11th.  No  matter 
what  you  were  doing,  which  party  you  were  at,  or  which  friends  of 
family  members  you  were  watching  the  game  (or  commercials)  with, 
U2's  half  time  show  felt  right.  It  was  perfectly  done. 


New  England  Writers  Series: 
Lecture  by  Helen  Fremont 

Helen  Fremont,  author  of  After    port    from   the    Jewish    Heritage 
Long  Silence,  will  present  a  free  lee-    Endowment  and   several   college 
Jure  at  Fitchburg  State  College  on    departments. 
Tuesday,  February  12,  at  7:30  p.m.        Sign  language  interpreters  will  be 
in  Kent  Recital  Hall  of  the  Conlon    provided. 
Building.                                                  In  her  book  After  Long  Silence, 

A  reception  with  the  writer  is    Fremont  takes  the  reader  on  a  jour- 
scheduled  for  6:15  p.m.  Reception    ney  of  discovery;  althoug  she  was 
tickets  are  $15  and  must  be  pur-    raised  Catholic,  she  comes  to  learn 
chased  in  advanced.  For  ticket  infor-    that  her  family  was  actually  Jewish, 
mation  call  the  Weston  Box  Office    Her  memoir  chronicles  how  her  par- 
Monday  through  Friday  12:30-3:30    ents  survived  World  War  II  by  rein- 
p.m.  at  (978)  665-3347.                      venting  themselves,  first  in  Europe 

The  event,  part  of  the  college's    and  then  in  America. 
CenterStage  series,  is  co-sponsored         For  more  information  on  the  lec- 
by  Worcester  Magazine,  with  sup-     tare  call  (978)  665-3709. 
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Let  your  voice 
be  heard 

CINCINNATI,  OH— (COLLE-     the  competition  creates  a  forum  for 
GIATE    PRESSWIRE) — Feb.    1,     showcasing  how  music  can  be  used 
2002 — Think  you  have  what  it    to  foster  self-esteem, 
takes  to  make  a  splash  on  the  music            The  Pantene  Pro-Voice  music 
scene?  Now's  your  chance  to  prove     competition  provides  an  opportuni- 
it!                                                        ty  for  unsigned  female  solo  artists 

Pantene(R),  the  world's  leading    and  female-fronted  bands  age  14  to 
hair  care  brand,  has  announced  the     24   to   showcase   their  talent   as 
2nd    annual    Pantene    Pro-Voice     singer/songwriters  for  a  chance  to 
music  competition,  a  national  con-     win    a    once-in-a-lifetime    grand 
test  designed  to  recognize,  cele-    prize:  a  "demo"  recording  contract 
brate  and  honor  young  women  who    with  Atlantic   Records,   multiple 
choose  to  use  their  voice  as  a  tool    performances  as  the  opening  act  on 
for  positive  self-expression.  Estab-     an  established  artist's  concert  tour, 
lished  to  celebrate  what  women          distribution  of  her  winning  song  via 
have  to  say  while  supporting  them    the  Pantene  Pro- Voice  CD,  a 
on  their  journey  of  self-discovery,     Continued  on  page  8 
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Superbowl     commercials 
cool     and    calm,     not    too 

By  Kristin  Haley 

What  did  you  think  about  this  year's  Super  Bowl  Commercials.  Read  on  to  see  how  they  ranked  on  my  list. 


seem 
snazzy 


Austin  Powers  3 

A- 

Blade  II 

A+ 

Bad  Company 

B 

Men  in  Black  2 

A- 

Scorpion  King 

B+ 

Collateral  Damage 

A- 

Signs 

B 

Hart's  War 

B- 

XXX 

A 

40  Days  and  40  Nights 

B^ 

Anheuser  Busch 

B- 

Budweiser  Race  Car 

C- 

Bud  Light  Dating  Advice 

B 

Bud  Light  -  Flacon 

A+ 

Budweiser  -  Clydesdales 

B+ 

Bud  Light  -  Cards 

C 

Bud  Light  -  How  ya  Doin? 

A- 

Bud  Light  -  Satin  Sheets 

B- 

Universal  Studios 

C 

Subway  -  Low  Fat 

F 

Taco  Bell  -  Quesadillas 

F 

Truth.com  -  Rat 

B- 

Blockbuster  -  Hampster 

A 

Cadillac  Escalade  SUV 

B 

Drug  Ad  -  Terrorism 

B+ 

Andy  Richter 

C 

XM  Satellite  Radio 

C 

Citizen  Bank  -  Teddy  Bear 

B- 

M&M  Hotel 

C+ 

Quizno's  Subs  -  Darts 

A- 

Yahoo  -  Dolphin 

A+ 

Visa  Checkcard 

B 

Schwab  -  Barry  Bond 

C+ 

Gregg  the  Bunny 

B 

Brisk  Cartoon  Ad 

B- 

Britney  Spears  Pepsi 

C 

Levis  Light  Jeans 

B 

Smirnoff  Ice  -  Rap 

C 

W.B.  Mason 

F 

MLife 

D 

Volkswagon 

D 

H  &  R  Block 

F 

United  Way 

B- 

Mayor  of  New  York 


B 


Excellent,  makes  you  want  to  see  the  movie 

Great,  exciting  and  attention  grabbing,  but  looks  like  the  first 

Good,  but  skeptical  of  Chris  Rocks  role  in  an  action  movie 

Very  funny,  can't  wait  for  this  movie  to  come  out 

Does  a  good  job  portraying  the  movie 

Looks  great...  nothing  else  to  say 

Very  intriguing 

Nothing  special,  looks  the  same  as  the  trailer 

Looks  great,  sitting  on  the  edge  of  your  chair  waiting  for  it  to  be  in  theatres 

Looks  like  a  good  comedy  or  is  it  "7  Days  and  7  Nights"  again? 

Sentimental,  I  was  looking  forward  to  comedy 

Pointless,  I  felt  dumber  watching  it 

Funny,  not  hysterical  but  good 

Laugh  out  loud  funny 

The  commercial  you  expected,  very  picturesque 

Not  as  funny  as  it  was  meant  to  be 

Good  - 1  liked  it 

1  thought  the  commercial  was  more  ridiculous  than  funny 

Cute  &  Happy 

They  are  all  the  same,  let's  try  something  new  please 

Boring...  wake  me  when  it's  over 

Boring,  but  proves  the  point 

Very  funny,  good  advertising 

Good,  nice  looking  vechile 

Very  serious  and  convincing 

Not  funny,  not  entertaining.  Ever  hear  of  "The  Norm  Show?"  I  didn't  think  so. 

They  need  to  try  something  new 

Very  cute,  showed  thoughtfulness 

Not  good,  scary 

laugh  out  loud  funny,  I  enjoyed  this  commercial,  but  who's  heard  of  Quinzo's? 

Very  funny,  it  was  great  with  the  talking  dolphin 

Good,  but  not  great,  but  Kevin  Bacon  is  STILL  hot 

Bank  Commercial,  enough  said 

Makes  the  show  look  comical  and  interesting 

It's  okay,  yeah  just  okay 

She's  nice  for  guys  too  look  at  and  that's  it,  but  I  think  I  must  have  slept  through 

the  90's! 

Scary  but  original 

Eh...  not  funny,  but  amusing 

The  detective  was  a  dumb  idea 

One  question...  what  is  it? 

The  only  thing  it  had  going  was  it  was  educational 

Awful...  yuck! 

The  football  player  in  the  pool  was  a  good  idea.  I  liked  it,  especially  when  they  showed  the 

entire  commercial  the  second  time. 

It  was  nice,  but  boring.  Emotional  topic. 


Not  all  commercials  are  listed  here,  just  a  few  of  the  more  popular  ones. 


AtTlI 


'A   Wal  k'    to    forget 


By  Ashley  Morrison  (from  Bentley  College) 

Don't  get  your  hopes  up  about  this  movie, 
especially  if  you've  read  the  book  before 
going  to  see  it.  The  book  was  totally  awe- 
some! However  that  was  not  the  case  with 
the  film.  Rumors  state  that  the  author, 
Nicholas  Sparks,  didn't  give  consent  on  the 
script,  because  the  writer(s)  still  strayed  far 
from  the  original  story.  The  movie  is  "very 
loosely"  based  on  the  book  —  I  believe  only 
the  characters'  names  are  the  same  in  both. 

Don't  be  fooled:  the  movie  isn't  set  in  the 
50's  as  the  book  is,  but  rather  the  90's,  though 
the  commercials  may  seem  very  period  ori- 
ented. The  plot  is  not  as  smooth  flowing  as  it 
is  in  the  novel.  I  would  recommend  a  visit  to 
the  local  library  than  to  the  local  theater,  it's 
sure  to  be  a  much  cheaper  and  better  experi- 
ence. 


As  for  the  acting,  Shane  West  did  quite  well 
as  Landon.  Mandy  Moore,  in  her  supposed 
breakout  star  performance  was  not  as  convinc- 
ing as  Jamie.  She  seemed  fake,  the  acting  very 
bravado  as  if  in  a  high  school  play.  Peter  Coy- 
ote did  as  best  as  he  could  as  Reverend  Sullivan, 
but  the  character  was  to  be  much  older  and  more 
indifferent;  not  as  mean  to  his  daughter  or  to  her 
new  love. 

The  ending  was  bad  as  well.  They  should  have 
stuck  with  the  original  ending  ...  I  won't  give  it 
away.  The  movie  was  decent  because  it  was 
sweet  and  romantic  and  a  good  movie  to  watch 
(basically  a  predictable  fluff  film),  but  com- 
pared to  the  book,  it  stunk!!  Nicholas  Sparks' 
book  will  have  you  laughing  and  crying  all  at 
the  same  time.  The  movie  just  had  me  begging 
for  the  end. 


ake  a  joyful  noise 


Continued  from  page  6 

$25,000  music  equipment  package  and  a 
$10,000  endowment  to  the  high  school  music 
department  of  the  winner's  choice! 

"Last  year,  we  received  over  1 ,200  entries  for 
the  first-ever  Pantene  Pro-Voice  music  competi- 
tion and  were  overwhelmed  by  the  talent  of  the 
applicants.  Each  submission  expressed  a  unique 
style  and  personality  and  we  hope  Pantene  Pro- 
Voice  will  continue  to  encourage  young  women 
to  use  music 

as  a  tool  for  self-expression,"  said  Rick  Hassel- 
beck,  Pantene  Brand  Manager. 

Beginning  February  1 ,  2002,  applications  for 
the  2nd  annual  Pantene  Pro- Voice  music  compe- 
tition will  be  available  online  at  www.pro- 
voice.com  and  at  participating  retail  locations 
including  FYE  music  stores  and  Delia's.  In  addi- 
tion, information  on  the  program  will  be  avail- 
able at  1-866-PRO  VOICE. 

To  enter,  all  applicants  are  required  to  write 
and  perform  an  original  song  in  the  music  genre 
of  their  choice  and  submit  a  written  copy  of  the 


song's  lyrics,  a  recording  of  the  song  on  a  tape, 
CD  or  MP3,  a  completed  contest  submission 
form  and  a  photograph.  Applicants  under  1 8  will 
require  signed  parental/guardian  consent.  The 
deadline  for  applications  is  April  30,  2002. 

Five  finalists  will  be  selected  and  flown  to 
New  York  City  to  compete  at  a  celebrity-head- 
lined concert  showcase  in  Central  Park  in  the 
summer  of  2002.  The  grand  prize  winner  will  be 
chosen  at  the  showcase  by  the  Pantene  Pro- Voice 
Advisory  Board,  which  will  consist  of  celebrity 
talent  (including  Willa  Ford,  Kim  Gordon,  Lisa 
Ling,  Jamie-Lynn  Sigler,  Aisha  Tyler  and  Vita- 
min C)  and  music  industry  professionals.  Per- 
formers will  be  judged  based  on  lyrical  compo- 
sition, musical  composition  and  originality. 

The  concert  showcase  will  be  broadcast  on 
Much  Music  USA  and  Comcast  in  the  fall  of 
2002.  This  year's  competition  will  be  hosted  by 
Atlantic  recording  artists  M2M,  the  Norwegian 
teen  duo  of  Mark  Larsen,  18,  and  Marion  Raven, 
17.  "The  Big  Room,:  M2M;s  sophomore  CD, 
will  be  released  on  March  5. 


"Pantene  Pro- Voice  is  an  important  step  in 
breaking  into  the  music  industry  because  it 
focuses  on  artists'  talent  and  originality,  while 
giving  women  a  chance  to  get  their  individual 
voices  heard.  As  the  winner  of  the  Pantene  Pro- 
Voice  New  Voice  of  2001,  I  have  been  given 
many  opportunities:  getting  my  music  heard  by 
thousands  of  people,  opening  a  national  tour  for 
one  of  my  favorite  artists  and  getting  the  atten- 
tion of  record  industry  professionals,"  said  Lib- 
bie  Schrader,  winner  of  the  first  Pantene  Pro- 
Voice  music  competition. 

Dedicated  to  celebrating  what  women  have  to 
say,  Pantene  Pro-Voice's  partners  include:  Sev- 
enteen and  seventeen.com,  Teen  and 
teenmag.com,  Atlantic  Records,  Delia's,  FYE 
music  stores,  Much  Music  USA,  Comcast  and 
Toejam.com 

Pantene,  owned  and  distributed  by  P&G, 
believes  in  the  power  of  personal  transformation 
and  in  the  individuality  and  beauty  of  every 
woman. 
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CAMPUS  CREATIONS 


Life  Is  A  Prison 

Shakespeare  One  Step  Further 

By  Patricia  Griffin  # 

Cell  walls  built  by  society 

With  rules  to  obey 

By  Andy  Levine 

Life  is  a  prison 

If  you  break  them 

Oh  someone  let  me  out 

You  had  better  beware 

'Know  Thyself 

No  one  to  listen 

Shakespeare  once  wrote 

To  hear  when  me  when  I  shout 

Hide  the  pain,  carry  on 

I  say 

I  climb  the  walls  of  insanity 

Is  the  routine 

'Learn  yourself 

Ride  the  waves 

Don't  let  no  one  know 

until  life's  last  note 

Then  wish  to  despair 

What  you're  pretending  to  be 

Never  forget 

If  I  fall  it  doesn't  matter 

there  is  more  to  your  soul 

no  one  cares 

Lock  it  all  up  inside  you 

more  pieces  to  ponder 

I  used  to  wish  for  a  window 

How  badly  that  hurts 

and  parts  to  control 

To  see  birds,  trees  and  sky 

Look  out  for  that  one  day 

With  experience  comes 

But  I  am  better  without  one 

When  it  all  just  explodes 

understanding  of  you 

Stops  me  from  aiming  too  high 

So  how  do  you  grow 

what  you  say 

With  a  time  bomb  inside 

what  you  think 

Watching  freedom  is  painful 

comes  from 

For  those  locked  away 

Life  is  a  prison 

what  you've  been  through 

Seeing  joy,  love  and  happiness 

When  anything  happens 

Another  price  that  you  pay 

next  time  you  will  know 

Strong  is  good,  weak  is  bad 

from  failure  or  conflict 

your  everything  will  grow 

If  you  love,  and  it  dies 

let  your  new  strength 

now  arise 

What  is  Campus  Creations? 

Awareness  and  fairness 

Campus  Creations  is  a  portion  of  the  paper  dedicated  to  creative 

passion  and  respect 

projects  of  FSC  students,  staff  and 

faculty.  This  includes  writing 

as  you  learn 

(poems,  short  stories,  etc.),  artwork 

photography,  digital  graphic 

who  you  are 

design,  etc. 

yourself 

Send  submissions  for 

Campus  Creations  by  e-mail 

you'll  accept 

(point@fsc.edu)  or  through  campus  mail. 

Calendar    of    events    and    activities 


Dance 

Dha  Fuzion  -  Feb.  8,  7  p.m.,  "Back  to  Cre- 
ation,"urban  mythological  musical  incorporating 
dance  theater,  live  music  and  media;  $20  general 
public,  $15  FSC  staff,  seniors,  groups,  $5  FSC 
students  and  those  under  18;  Weston  Auditorium. 

Trinity  Academy  Irish  Dancers  -  Feb.  22,  7 
p.m.,  award-winning  Irish  team  dancers;  $20 
general  public;  $15  FSC  staff,  seniors  and 
groups;  $5  FSC  students  and  under  18;  Weston 
Auditorium. 
Film 


"Anime:  The  Best  of  Contemporary  Animation 
From  Japan"  -  Feb.  28,  7  p.m.,  screening  and  dis- 
cussion as  part  of  ongoing  film  series;  $5  for  pub- 
lic, $3  for  students  and  seniors;  Ellis  White  Lec- 
ture Hall. 

Special  events 

New  England  Writers  Series  -  Feb.  12,  7:30 
p.m.,  talk  by  Helen  Fremont,  author  of  "After 
Long  Silence";  reception  at  6:15  p.m.  by 
advanced  ticket  only;  Kent  Recital  Hall,  Conlon 
Building. 


Visual  art 

"Evolution  of  Integrity"  -  Through  March  1, 
exhibition  of  paintings  by  Victoria  Gobetz  Arico; 
Hammond 


Listings  including  date,  time,  location,  admis- 
sion fee,  sponsor  and  contact  telephone  number 
may  be  sent  by  email  to  point@fsc.edu,  or  by 
campus  mail  to  The  Point,  Hammond  Building. 


f HATURtS 

FSC  theatre  department  plays  it  good 
and  WINS  big  at  Festival 


by  Kathleen  Coughlin 

It's  hard  to  be  a  theater  major,  let  alone  a  the- 
ater major  at  FSC.  It's  impossible  to  be  taken  seri- 
ously. We  always  try  and  tell  people  about  the 
great  things  we've  done.  Since  1998,  FSC  has 
sponsored  the  Americulture  Arts  Festival,  which 
brings  theater  professionals  from  all  over  the 
country  to  work  with  students  on  productions 
right  here  in  Fitchburg.  It's  the  only  festival  of  its 
kind  in  the  Northeast. 

In  August  2000,  the  theater  department 
brought  the  English  Department's  production  of 
"The  Tempest"  to  the  Edinburgh  Fringe  Festival 
in  Scotland,  one  of  the  biggest  festivals  in  the 
world.  We  were  there  for  two  weeks,  played  to 
sold  out  audiences  almost  every  night  and  had 
critics  raving. 

Even  after  all  this,  people  still  think  it's  laugh- 
able to  even  bother  studying  theater  at  a  small 
state  school  like  FSC.  But  I  can't  see  how  people 
can  continue  to  ignore  us  after  last  week's  amaz- 
ing events.  Maybe  people  will  finally  take  the 
artists  from  this  school  seriously. 

On  Jan.  29,  twelve  FSC  students  went  to  the 
Kennedy  Center  American  College  Theater  Fes- 
tival held  at  Keene  State  in  New  Hampshire.  Of 
those  12,  eight  (four  nominees  and  their  scene 
partners)  competed  in  the  main  event  at  the  festi- 
val, the  division  one  Irene  Ryan  Acting  Scholar- 
ship Competition.  There  were  156  nominees 
from  all  over  the  region,  and  we  were  represent- 
ed by  Justin  Grace,  Nick  Howe  Amber  P.  Knight 
and  Eric  Mello  and  their  scene  partners  Sarah 
Zifcak,  Sara  Billington,  Christina  Bontempo,  and 
Tara  Flynn,  respectively. 

Each  nominee  had  to  prepare  two  contrasting 
pieces  from  the  categories  of  monologue,  scene 
or  song  and  keep  their  whole  performance  under 
five  minutes.  It's  a  daunting  task  to  try  and  prove 
your  talent  to  a  panel  of  professionals  in  such  a 


tiny  amount  of  time,  so  the  whole  competition  is 
understandably  nerve  racking.  People  are  elimi- 
nated so  quickly. 

After  the  preliminary  round  of  156,  36  actors 
are  selected  to  go  on  to  the  semi-finals.  This  year, 
three  of  our  four  nominees  were  in  that  group  of 
36.  Out  of  the  36,  16  are  selected  to  go  to  the 
finals.  Two  of  our  nominees  made  it  this  far.  We 
were  ecstatic. 

This  is  only  the  3rd  year  FSC  has  competed  in 
the  ACTF's,  and  to  have  made  it  this  far  gave  all 
involved  a  sense  of  accomplishment.  It's  not  only 
a  testament  to  the  unquestionable  talents  of  our 
finalists,  but  also  the  department  at  FSC  includ- 
ing every  student  and  our  great  faculty  members. 
Everyone  went  to  the  final  round  to  support 
Grace  and  Knight. 

The  competition  in  the  finals  is  fierce.  There 
is  one  school  in  particular  that  has  sent  at  least 
one  person  on  to  the  nationals  every  single  year 
for  quite  a  while.  They  had  four  actors  represent- 
ing them  in  the  finals.  The  Irene  Ryan  competi- 
tion is  like  their  football.  It  seems  their  whole  the- 
ater department  is  designed  around  winning. 

Out  of  the  final  16,  there  are  three  awards 
given  to  the  participants  and  one  for  the  best 
scene  partner.  Two  participants  are  selected  to 
represent  the  region  in  the  national  competition  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  there  is  one  alternate 
selected  in  case  one  of  the  winners  can't  attend. 

At  the  awards  ceremony  on  February  2nd,  the 
directors  brought  all  the  Irene  Ryan  finalists  onto 
the  stage.  Our  whole  group  was  in  the  back  of  the 
room  watching  anxiously  as  Grace  and  Knight 
climbed  the  stairs.  Bontempo  was  selected  for 
best  partner.  She  and  Knight  had  used  a  scene 
from  the  one-act  play  "Karma"  by  FSC  senior 
Michele  Keating,  another  competition  winner. 

The  alternate  spot  was  announced  next,  and, 
surprisingly,  it  went  to  Lindsay  Joy  from  UNH. 
She  is  a  phenomenal  actress  and  played  the  lead 


role  in  the  production  of  "Kindertransport"  that 
made  it  into  the  festival.  Many  thought  for  sure 
she  was  going  to  Washington,  but  this  was  just 
the  first  of  many  upsets. 

The  huge  crowd  held  its  breath  as  the  director 
prepared  to  announce  the  first  winner.  The  first 
winner  was  Amber  P.  Knight!  FSC  participants 
all  went  crazy  and  ran  up  toward  the  stage.  It  took 
quite  awhile  until  the  announcer  could  calm 
everyone  down  in  order  to  call  the  next  winner, 
Justin  Grace. 

There  was  a  whole  lot  of  jumping  around  and 
screaming.  FSC  had  just  swept  the  biggest  col- 
lege-level acting  competition  in  New  England! 
No  one  could  believe  it!  The  other  finalists  were 
trying  to  shake  hands  with  the  winners,  but  they 
could  hardly  get  to  them.  The  looks  on  the  faces 
of  the  people  from  that  "shoe-in"  college  were 
priceless.  The  little  college  from  central  Mass. 
that  was  supposedly  only  for  teachers  and  nurses 
shot  them  out  of  the  water  in  "their"  game. 

Knight,  Bontempo,  Grace,  and  Zifcak  are 
going  to  compete  in  the  national  competition  at 
the  Kennedy  Center  in  Washington  in  April. 

Most  people  have  those  moments  in  their  col- 
lege career  when  they  just  don't  think  it  could  get 
much  better,  those  moments  that  you  hope  to  tell 
your  kids  about.  It  could  be  running  the  winning 
touchdown  of  the  big  game,  or  being  elected 
president  of  your  class. 

But  here  at  FSC,  it  seems  most  people  glide 
through  just  happy  to  leave  with  their  degrees. 
The  student  body  often  appears  apathetic,  and 
people  often  joke  about  how  crappy  "The  Burg" 
is.  I  won't  lie.  I  was  one  of  them.  But  last  Sat. 
night,  I  wanted  everyone  to  know  I  was  from 
FSC.  Why?  Because  we  are  good  and  we  finally 
proved  it.  Our  theater  department  is  growing  in 
strength  and  numbers  every  year.  We  can't  be 
ignored  for  long. 


Spring  Break  Super  Sale! 

Book  your  trip  with  SuperCity.com  and  save  up  to  $100  per  person 
to  Cancun,  Bahamas,  Jamaica,  Padre  and  Florida.  Most  popular 
student  hotels  including  the  Oasis  and  the  Nassau  Marriott  Crys- 
tal Palace!  Prices  start  at  $399!  Sale  ends  soon!  CALL  NOW!  1- 
800-293-1443  or  go  to  StudentCity.com! 


Spring  Break  Tickets! 

Get  a  FREE  MTV  audience  ticket  to  select  shows  when  you  book 

your  Spring  Break  through  StudentCity.com!   Go  to  MTV.com  or 

call  StudentCity.com  at  1-800-293-1443  for  details!  Tours  and  tick- 
ets are  limited. 


10 


SPORTS 


Pub  Bowl  XXXVI;  Underground  Party 


By  Robin  L.  Kanter 

On  Sunday  February  3,  2002, 
the  New  England  Patriots  faced  the 
Saint  Louis  Rams.  It  was  Jambal- 
aya  Fever  and  everyone  in  New 
England  or  anyone  who  is  a  Patriots 
fan  was  sitting  on  the  end  of  his  or 
her  seat  through  the  whole  game. 

For  most  FSC  people  party 
was  the  key  word  but  those  who 
were  devoted  to  football  were  down 
at  the  Pub.  Prizes  were  being  given 
away  and  the  food  was  FREE.  All 
the  TV's  in  the  pub  were  on,  they 
even  brought  a  big  screen  TV  for 
everyone  to  enjoy.  The  Pub  was 
pumping  with  people. 

The  first  quarter  started  out 
strong  for  the  Rams  leading  with  a 
field  goal  3-0.  Patriots  came  back 
strong  with  an  interception  return 


by  Ty  Law.  Giving  New  England 
the  lead  7-0.  Patriots  held  strong 
and  Brady  threw  a  touchdown. 

Half  time  rolled  by  and  the 
commercials  were  what  most  peo- 
ple were  talking  about.  From  Mlife 
to  Blockbuster  to  Britany  Spears 
and  finally  the  Bud  light  commer- 
cials where  the  person  flew  across 
the  bed.  Some  of  the  best  commer- 
cials were  seen  yesterday. 

Stephanie  Renaud  favorite 
commercials  were  The  Bud  light 
commercial  where  the  girl  was  try- 
ing to  seduce  the  person.  Steve 
Maddem's  fav  commercial  of  the 
Super  Bowl  was  the  first  commer- 
cial that  premiered.  The  ETRADE 
ad  with  the  monkey  singing  and 
dancing.  Meg  Cronan  especially 
enjoyed  the  Budweiser  commercial 
where  the  Horses  bowed  to  the  New 


York  skyline  in  remembrance  of  the 
September  1 1  tragedy. 

Third  quarter  rolled  around 
and  the  Patriots  still  had  the  lead. 
Tom  Brady  threw  another  touch- 
down pass  and  we  were  now  in  the 
lead  14-3.  Viniateri  came  in  and 
kicked  a  field  goal  now  giving  us 
the  lead  of  17-3.  The  Rams  came 
back  in  the  4th  quarter  to  tie  up  the 
game  17-17.  However,  with  one 
minute  remaining  in  the  game 
Brady  threw  a  pass  to  Troy  Brown 
to  gain  major  yardage.  Viniateri 
came  in  and  kicked  the  game  win- 
ning field  goal  with  three  seconds 
left  to  play  in  the  game. 

Everyone  was  jumping  up  and 
down  and  the  campus  became  a  lit- 
tle crazy  with  enthusiasm.  It  was 
our  first  championship  in  42  years. 
All  the  curses  have  left  Boston  and 


we  can  only  expect  great  things  from 
the  Bruins,  Celtics,  and  the  Red  Sox's 
in  this  upcoming  season. 


Unbeaten  Perfects  dunk  Billy  Oceans 


By  Skip  Daily  IV 

Captained  by  Brian  Johnson  the  Unbeat- 
able Perfects  only  lost  one  game  in  the  regular 
season  and  were  hot  going  into  the  Champi- 
onship Tournament.  The  Billy  Oceans  on  the 
other  hand  had  to  work  for  every  win  and 
upset  the  high  scoring  Pornstars  in  order  to 
advance  to  the  Intramural  Championship 
game. 

The  Championship  proved  to  be  a  battle. 
The  Billy  Oceans  were  determined  to  out 
work  the  more  talented  Perfects.  John  Slat- 
tery  of  the  Oceans  provided  the  tough  inside 
game  and  scored  21  points  while  Jason  Free- 
man. Captain  Stephen  Bowker.  and  Dennis 
Hardy  played  stifling  perimeter  defense. 

The  Unbeatable  Perfects'  offense  proved 
to  be  too  much  for  the  Oceans'  heart.  The  Per- 
fects won  with  balance  scoring  from 
Jacquaine  Coe  (7  pts.),  Josh  Donavan  (6  pts.), 
Patrick  Fancois  (8  pts.)  and  the  Perfects  high 
scorer  Hawk  Johnson  (13  pts.). 

When  quoted  about  the  Championship 
win,  Captain  Brian  Johnson  stated,  "I  named 
our  team  Unbeatable  Perfects  because  that's 
what  we  are.  I  challenge  any  team  to  step  on 
the  court  with  us.  The  Billy  Oceans  played  a 
great  game,  but  with  talent  like  Hawk, 
Patrick,  and  Jacquaine  we  can  not  be 
stopped." 


Superbowl  XXXVI  MVP  Tom 
Brady  lets  the  world  know  that 
Patriots  are  number  one. 


Clark  untouchable 
in  Everyone  Gets 
Paid  win 

By  Skip  Daily  IV 

It  was  a  case  of  total  domina- 
tion. Paul  Clark  led  the  offense  with 
six  goals,  while  the  Paid  defense  was  — 
staunch.  Peter  Murray,  Captain  of 
Rusty  Returns,  only  had  this  to  say 
after  the  game,  "They  played  awe- 
some. We  couldn't  stop  them  and 
their  D  was  tough.  Even  the  few 
good  scoring  chances  we  did  have 
their  goalie  (Jay  Bernard)  made  huge 
saves." 

Everyone  gets  paid  took  a  late 
season  surge  into  the  playoffs  and 
made  short  order  of  the  Procrastina- 
tors  and  Penguins  II  on  the  way  to 
the  finals.  Although  Rusty  Returns 
played  hard,  they  were  not  able  to 
contain  Clark  who  is  rumored  to  be 
going  pro  in  the  Spring.  Other  con- 
tributing players  were  Matt  Berry, 
Brandon  Connelly,  Sean  Daily,  Colin 
Daley,  Tom  Littlepage,  Greg  St. 
Mary,  Mike  Solomito,  Andy  Town, 
Captain  Amy  Gendron,  and  Nicole 
Gogan. 

Congratulations  to  all  the  teams    ** 
that  played  in  the  league.  It  was  one 
of  FSC's  most  competitive 
and  fun  leagues  this  year. 
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SPORTS- 

Troy  Brown  for  President  Olympic  security; 


By  Orlando  Claffey         POINTS  AND  OPINIONS 

He  is  quiet,  yet  powerful,  Troy  Brown  was 
not  only  the  best  player  on  the  New  England  Patri- 
ots this  season,  but  arguably  the  biggest  playmak- 
er  in  the  NFL. 

The  newly  named  Pro  Bowl  receiver  defied 
the  laws  of  NFL  physics  by  ditching  the  shackles 
of  being  a  late  round  pick,  and  becoming  the 
greatest  player  of  all-time. 

Sounds  extreme?  Well,  it  is  true.  Brown  ral- 
lied the  Patriots  after  a  September  tragedy,  the 
loss  of  Drew  Bledsoe,  and  through  his  hard  work 
and  determination,  he  led  New  England  to  the 
promise  land.  To  take  a  group  of  nobody's  and 
make  them  champions  took  a  large  amount  of 
self-control  and  influence,  similar  to  the  great 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Brown  was  also  the  focal  point  of  the  Patriot 
offensive,  which  bombarded  AFC  defenses  like 
Napoleon  at  the  Battle  of  Vienna.  He  has  the 
charisma  of  William  Wallace  and  the  tenacity  of 
Ghengis  Khan,  which  is  a  rare  quality  in  football 
players,  but  not  in  Presidents. 

His  character  is  among  the  greatest  men  in 
history,  and  he  is  a  hero  to  all  New  England. 
Maybe  his  first  task  would  be  to  fix  the  Social 
Security  system,  by  playing  so  well  that  Pat  Sum- 
merall  and  John  Madden  die  from  a  heart  attack, 
lightening  the  nation's  burden.  Imagine  Brown 
running  through  the  minefields  of  Afghanistan, 
dodging  artillery  shells  and  small  arms  fire,  final- 


ly catching  Osama  Bin  Laden  with  his  soft 
hands.  Any  problem  is  solvable  to  this  crafty 
little  man. 

While  Brown  may  not  win  Missouri,  he 
has  won  the  hearts  of  all  Patriot  fans.  That  is 
only  the  first  step  for  this  superstar. 


i    i  I 

Adam  Vinatieri  cheers  after  making  game 
winning  kick. 
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Actual  FSC  Reactions 

"In  my  22  years,  this  is  the  greatest  sporting  event  I 

have  ever  witnessed,  Everytime  I  watch  the  replays  I 

become  elated." 

-Nick  Bruce,  Junior 

"It  made  me  feel  prideful,  because  the  Patriots  are  the 

Patriots.  Kurt  Warner  is  a  stupid  ******  with  a 

dumb***  wife  that  looks  like  the  'Stop  the  Insanity' 

lady." 

-John  Smith,  Junior 

"I  almost  wet  myself  when  Vinatieri  kicked  the  field 

goal.  We  all  jumped  up  and  down  and  hugged.  Lets 

do  it  again! 

-Rachel  Grace,  Freshman 

I  don't  know  how  to  explain  what  I  felt.  I  was  excited 

beyond  belief,  but  wasn't  surprised.  This  was  the  best 

superbowl  ever. 

-Adam  Howe,  Sophomore 

I  was  so  excited,  but  I  wish  Drew  played  becasue  I 

love  him.  I  am  really,  really,  really  happy. 

-Katie  Murphy,  Sophomore 


Makes  ski  suits  look  baggy 

By  Robin  L.  Kanter 

Security  is  always  a  big  issue  when  big  sport- 
ing events  come  to  town.  Ever  since  the  Septem- 
ber 1 1  attacks,  is  something  that  every  US  resident 
is  concerned  about.  This  year  the  Winter  Olympic 
games  will  be  held  on  American  Territory  in  the 
Salt  Lake  City  of  the  state  of  Utah.  For  all  those 
Athletes  who  will  be  participating  in  the  Games, 
they  may  wonder  what  is  security  going  to  do  for 
them.  Will  they  be  safe?  In  addition,  most  impor- 
tantly will  they  win?  Well  there  is  now  an  answer. 

International  Olympic  Committee  (IOC)  pres- 
ident Jacques  Rogge  said  Wednesday  that  he  was 
pleased  with  the  security  strategy  for  the  2002  Salt 
Lake  City  Winter  Games  but  emphasized  that  no 
one  can  guarantee  100  percent  safety.  Since  the 
terrorist  attack  in  New  York  City  in  2001,  they 
have  made  it  their  number  one  priority.  "What 
happened  in  the  United  States  recently  has  not  just 
now  awakened  the  IOC  over  security  at  Olympic 
Games,"  said  Rogge. 

Rogge  is  also  hiring  more  people  at  the  check- 
points to  make  sure  that  they  do  not  miss  anything. 
In  addition,  more  training  will  be  involved  for  all 
the  new  technology  that  will  be  used.  The  IOC 
will  be  using  some  of  the  tactics  that  the  Sydney 
2000  Olympic  games  used.  Over  1000  National 
Guardsmen  and  Reservists,  includeing  100  soldiers 
from  the  Massachusetts  National  Guard,  will  be 
involved  in: 

•  Operational  searches  of  venues  and  vehicles 
to  detect  suspicious  items; 

•  Bomb  searches  using  specialized  equipment 
and  dog  teams  to  locate  suspect  devices; 

•  Bomb  disposal  to  deal  with  and  render  safe 
suspicious  devices; 

•  Drivers  for  technical  delegates  and  doping 
control  officials  from  the  IOC  Medical  Commis- 
sion; 

•  Managing  venues  in  the  areas  of  logistics, 
communications,  and  transport. 

With  all  the  preparations  that  are  being  made 
at  the  Olympic  Games,  Salt  Lake  City  could  be  the 
safest  area  in  America,  but  there  is  always  a  possi- 
bility for  terror. 


Have  a  Local  or  National  Sports  Opinion? 
Send  it  to  the  Point  at: 

PointSports@Hotmail.com 

We  want  to  know  what  YOU  think. 


